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After a short distance along the road turn right onte a
footpath. Cross the field leading over the gentle Swallow Hill
then descend to Upper Common Lane. Turn left here on to
the road then almost immediately right and follow the
footpath down to the southern corner of Riding Wood, The
path then goes obliquely uphill to a farm track by the
picturesque 17th century, timber framed farmhouse at
Wheatley Hill Farm,

South west of Wheatley Hill Farm, tucked away and sasily
everlocked, 15 the site of the former Hay Royds pit. This coal
rrune was established in 1908 and was the sole remaning
mdependent pit in the area, |t was operated by the Flack farmily
under licence, Being a drift mine it had no winding gear; the
drft went under Wheallsy Hill Farm to the coal face beyond, It
was a last reminder of the importance of coal mining Lo the

local econamy,

Where the paths and farm tracks cross turn right and go
downhill to Lower Common Lane. Turn right and after a
short distance turn right again into a narrow ginnel between
houses. This path emerges into a field. Go Left and obliguely
uphill across the field then bear left again over stiles down
to the corner of Riding Wood. Cross the stile, descend steps
then keep left on the path climbing alongside the field and
gardens boundary. At the top of the field cross a stile into
Cliffe Wood.

Cliffe Wood 5 a small but interesting publicly owned woodiand
and well worth exploring. At s northern end 15 the wooden
sculpture ‘Into the Wood', by Simon Todd, one of 3 senes of
artworks that wayrmark the route af the Kirklees Way

Our path goes steeply across the wood up steps and a short
cobbled path to a stile. Follow the field edge and into a short
narrow path leading to High Street. Turn left and follow High
Streel downhill back to the starting point.

This trail was devised by the Denby Oale Walkers are Welcome
group

The leaflet was financed by the East Peak Innovation Partnership
[EPIP] via the Rural Development Proaramme for England jointly
funded by DEFRA and the EL and managed by Yorkshire

Forward and with a grant from Denby Dale Parish Council

Walking in and around Denby Dale

Clayton West

Circular Walk

Two buses per hour operate from Huddershield to Clayton West
S s BO/AY, Huddershield Bus (
Sundays —and stop on the High Strest
sarvica from Wakefield and Holrmbirth [Services 435/434,
Huddersfield Bus Companyl including Sundays, though most
[mot all] of these shick to the man A636 read and would imolve
a short walk up into the wilage

M.B. Bus details were correct as of January 2013. Please check
at wwaw.wymetro.com from where timetables are available.

Lirmited streel parking is available

ormpanyl - one per houron
L. Thereis an hourly

For refreshments, you will pass the MNo.21 bar & restaurant, a
fesh and chip shop, the Newsagents and the Village

Stares. The Shoulder of Mutton public hause is
nearby on Church Lane. Down on the main Ad34
road are two further pubs—The Woodrman &
The Junction

Look out for the Clayton West Circular Trail
waymarkers to help guide you around the trail

see: htp://www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk
Walking in the East Peak
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A &-mile walk round and about Clayton West, taking in
en, a Shrogg and a Mine.
otwe advisable,
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Clayton West
Circular Walk

A Green, a Shrogg and a Mine.
Starting point: the Village Stores on High Street,

Enter the ginnel to the left of Clayton Village Stores on the
public footpath which leads into Kaye's Millennium Green,

The Park was created in the 18%0s by Jolhin Kaye, the 'King of
Clayton West', a prominent mill owner, to complernant his
mansion, Park House. In the late 1970s The Park was donated
by the Bradbury family, descendents of John Kaye, to the
vitlage community for the creation of the Millenmium Graen

It i= now managed by volunteers for the beneht of the villaga

Follow the path across the Green.Leave the Green by the
kissing gate and follow the path to the junction at the next
kissing gate. Bear left through fields and Kissing gates down
towards Park Mill, the site of a former large colliery.

The colliery was the lite blood of Clayton West for many vears
and dommnated the village with its head gear and large
warkshops, pit heap and a gantry which carmied tubs over the
Ab36 Wakefield Road. With the demise of the pits all the
colliery infrastructurs has now beean dismantied

The formergantry

At the last stile by a large modern industrial building turn
right and follow the broad track, keeping left at the first
junction, and onward to the sewage works.

To the left is the tree lined River Dearne and this path is part of
the Dearne Way, a 30 mite route followsng the rver from
source to its confluence with the Rwver Don at Mexborough

At the sewage works turn right and follow the tarmac access
road uphill te Clayton Hall Farm.

Here you are on part of the Kirklees Way, a circular walk of 72
miles arolnd Kirklees district.

At the brow of the hill leave the farm access road and take
the path to the right in the direction of Clayton West. Beyond
the next stile bear left and down to the wooded stream in the
lower section of the attractive Bilham Shrogg. Climb away
from the stream to cross fields, with impressive views north-
westward to the Emley Moor Mast, to reach a stone stile up
onto Bilham Lane with allotments opposite. Turn left, and
then left again toward Bilham Grange Farm.

Through the farmyard ge right, through the larger of twa
metal gates, each with an ingenious catch. Continue by the
field edge track - you will see a gate at the end of the track,
but about 40m before the gate bear obliquely right to find a
slightly concealed waymarked entrance back inte Bilham
Shrogg wood.

Several woods i the locality are called "shroggs”. The name
comes from the Middle English -&hrﬂgf_]l?", meaning “bush” ar
“brushwaod”

Bear right up the wood - cressing a minor track - and follow
a waymarked path to leave the wood. Follow the wood edge
uphill. Eventually cross back into the dense woodland of
Hoyland Bank. Look out for waymarks on trees to confirm
the path; they lead to a broad forest track. Turn left and then
after 80m bear right at the junction with another path. After
a short distance take a waymarked path leading uphill to
climb steeply to Litherop Road by High Hoyland church,

Lintil 1837 the Church of All Hallows was the parish church of
High Hoyland, Clayton West, Scissett, one third of
Skelmanthorpe, and the whole of Cumbenworth. In recent years
it has had secular uses ,as a community hostel and now as a
private house and art gallery, The graveyard remains opan to
the public and contains memanals to the Kaya farmily and other
local notables

Turn right and follow the footpath for a short distance, then
turn right again into the bridleway that skirts the edge of
Hoyland Bank wood.

To your left 15 the willage of High Hoyland and there are fine
views south-westward to the Peak District moors:

Continue beyond the wood end and the bridleway brings you
to the roadside on Bank End Lane.

In High Hoyland village is the Cherry Tree public house with its
rmagnificent views toward Cawthorne and Cannon Hall, In 1814
W.B. Beaumnan! of Bretton Hall, John Spencer of Cannan Hall
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and othars met at the Cherry Tree to found the first school for
the children of the parish at the top of Hollin House Lane, mid
way between High Hovland and Clayton West

Our route turns right along the footway to Winter Hill Farm.
Here cross the road and enter into the footpath opposite. Take
the next footpath on the right, cross the field and enter into
woodland. Another field leads to a stile and stream crossing,
and then the ascent of the next field brings you to Hollin
House Lane. Here turn left and follow the road.
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The substantal block of woodland to the eft 15 Deffer Wood

Mot much is known about the early history of the wood but in
1894 it bacame part of the Cannan Hall Estata of the Spancer
Stanhope tamily, After the Second World War the wood was
leased to the Farestry Commission but then transferred back
to the Estate in 1994, The main commercial tree species here
are Corsican Pines with dark grey bark and long green
needles, Along the paths are many native broadleaves
including some hing oaks. Rhododendrons make a colouriul
show in spnng. Deffer Wood s well worth exploring in its own
rnight; note it for a future visit perhaps.



