
The St Nicholas cemetery has been extensively cleared by the 
local volunteers and the community association. The cemetery is a 
registered Commonwealth War Graves, of which there are three 
stones but research has shown this does not give the full picture of 
the fallen in the great wars from the area. Many were either buried 
where they fell or there is no grave. There were also those who 
came home. In 2024 after extensive research the fallen ones and 
those returning home have been recognised with a poppy marker 

and a plaque on the 
grave of their parents 
or family grave. It is a 
v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 
insight into the lives 
o f t h e e v e r y d a y 
people who lost their 
lives in the great 
wars. It is well worth 
spending time here 
and taking in the 
history. 

The church is open most days for drinks which are provided on an 
honesty basis. For further refreshments you may continue along 
Cumberworth Lane past the church and village school to the 
crossroads with the main A635 road. Here you will find a Post 
Office which is also a village store with sandwiches, drinks etc, also 
the Star Inn. 
To continue our walk, turn down Balk Lane (opposite the church), 
admiring this attractive conservation area, and walk 
straight ahead, over a stone stile into the fields. 
Continue straight down the fields for a good half 
mile, into and through a small, attractive woodland 
and out onto to a lane which is now part of the 
Kirklees Way.  

Bear left and through a gate and continue along the lane. Cross the 
country road (Copley Lane) and walk straight ahead along an 
attractive and clearly marked bridleway (still part of the Kirklees 
Way). This is High Moor Lane and eventually leads into The Knowle. 
Follow this street to the main A629 Huddersfield to Sheffield road. 
Cross the A629 and walk straight ahead on Yew Tree Road to the 
junction with Station Road. 

The village of Shepley is well worth a look round. 
The Reverend Ben Swift Chambers of nearby 
Stocksmoor is credited with the founding of both 
Everton and Liverpool clubs. His final resting place 
is in the village cemetery. His grave often sports a 
football scarf. There are more interesting places and 
other stories to be found via the link.  
Turn right for Shepley station – or left into Shepley village for drinks 
and refreshments at Co-Op and Black Bull PH. 

This trail was devised by the 
Denby Dale Walkers are 
Welcome Group. Updated 
February 2025.  

The leaflet was financed by 
the East Peak Innovation 
Partnership(EPIP) via the 
Rural Development 
Programme for England, 
jointly funded by Defra & the 
EU & managed by Yorkshire 
Forward and with a grant 
from Denby Dale Parish 
Council. 

Historic photos from the 
Leslie Robinson collection. 

Denby Dale to Shepley Trail 

Getting Here 
Denby Dale is well served by Train and Bus 
services. We would encourage you to travel 

by public transport so as to minimise your 
environmental impact. Train, the Sheffield to 
Huddersfield line stops at Denby Dale as well as many 
other stations along the line. 

Bus, there are several routes that pass 
through Denby Dale. The bus terminal is at the railway 
station. 

Local services can be found by the link to our 
website. 

Denby Dale Walkers are 
Welcome 

Please check out our website for further information. We 
are supported by Denby Dale Parish Council. 

An easy 3-mile walk from Denby Dale station to Shepley station. 
Stout footwear is advisable.

Walking in and around Denby Dale 

The Denby Dale to 
Shepley Trail

Follow the track between the former pit stacks until you exit
onto Park Lane.

Short-cut: turn right up Station Road and then left along
Saville Road, which eventually brings you back into the village
near Pilling Lane Methodist Church, where you rejoin our
main route.

Otherwise turn left up Park Lane and then next right into
Blacker Lane.

Where Baildon Dike meets Station Road it becomes Park Gate
Dike; and Station Road becomes Park Lane. This area, known
as Park Gate, was the parish boundary between Emley and
Skelmanthorpe and the entrance to Emley Park, part of the
Savile estate.

The walk along Blacker Lane offers good views back into the
village. The big mill across the valley is Greenside Mill, which
was owned by Richard, one of Joseph Field’s sons. It was the
last working textile mill in the village. 

Before reaching the farm, turn right and follow the path down
the field side. Over the next stile the path bends round to the
right and crosses the bridge over Park Gate Dike. At the top of
the far bank, bear left into Blacker Woods.

Blacker Woods is listed as “semi-natural ancient woodland” –
i.e. a site with a continuous woodland cover since records began
in the 1600s. Although the wood is now a rather even-aged
plantation of mixed oak and sycamore it contains many species
which give away its ancient origins - especially spring-flowering
plants such as bluebells, dog’s mercury, celandines, wood avens
and anemones. The wood contains an excellent variety of
habitats with old grassland, waterside and woodlands and is a
good place for a spot of birdwatching.

Follow the main path through the wood. You are following the
route of what was one of the main sewers connecting
Skelmanthorpe with the old sewage works at Scissett. The
sewer pipe runs above ground at the far end of the wood.

Leave the wood and keep going straight ahead. Through the
next wall turn right and walk up the field side to the stile and
railway underpass, then up the lane and turn right onto
Pilling Lane. 

The field opposite, as you enter Pilling Lane, was formerly a
recreation ground created in 1930 to serve both Skelmanthorpe
and Scissett. Although some way from either village, the “rec”
was well used and boasted various swings, a sandpit, a paddling
pool and a full-sized soccer pitch. As the two villages grew,
demand for more local provision was met by a land swap to
create the existing recreation grounds at Sunnymead in Scissett
and the “Feast Field” in Skelmanthorpe. 

Continue along Pilling Lane back into the village. 

Pilling Lane is one of the several ancient cart roads in
Skelmanthorpe. These tend to be sunken by constant wear and
have a raised, flagged causeway to allow pedestrians to walk
free of the mud and water of the cart track.

Looking back towards the wood you get good views of the
railway line. As elsewhere, the building of the railway brought
an influx of “navigationals” or “navvies” and with them came
occasional bouts of unrest and riotous behaviour.

From Station Road in Skelmanthorpe the railway runs into a
deep cutting and tunnel and local labour was taken on to break
or “shatter” rocks and work on the excavations. These
unskilled labourers were referred to as “shatterers” and it is
probably from this that Skelmanthorpe acquired its local name
of “Shat”.

There are conflicting views on the exact origins of the “ear-
biting” habit. Was it in a fight with the navvies, or perhaps on
the local rugby field, that the first ear was bitten? In either case
there have been several recorded incidents over the years and
these have earned the local inhabitants the somewhat
threatening nickname of “Shat ear’ole biters”. 

Leave Pilling Lane past the Methodist Church and continue
ahead into Elm Street - then take the second left onto Queen
Street.

On the left is a row of old weavers’ cottages. Despite the
gradual development from cottage industry to manufacturing
process, the textile making trade continued on hand looms in
some cottages in the village right up to the mid-1900s. 

Number 6, Queen Stree,t has been preserved by local
historians as a private Textile Heritage Centre, complete with
hand loom and all the associated equipment.

At the top of Queen Street turn right onto Commercial Road
and return to the starting-point.

This trail was originally devised, researched and written with
the help of Denby Dale Parish Walking Group and
Skelmanthorpe Local History and Study Group.

The leaflet has been updated by Denby Dale Walkers are
Welcome Group, with finance from the East Peak Innovation
Partnership (EPIP) via the Rural Development Programme
for England, jointly funded by DEFRA and the EU and
managed by Yorkshire Forward and with a grant from Denby
Dale Parish Council.

Skelmanthorpe
Village Trail

Skelmanthorpe Village Trail

A scenic three-mile walk around the historic
village of Skelmanthorpe.  Allow a couple of

hours for a family stroll.  
Stout footwear is advisable.

see: http://www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk

Walking in and around Denby Dale

The Skelmanthorpe Chartist Flag

Skelmanthorpe station in years gone by; the Leslie Robinson collection.

Skelmanthorpe is served by buses from Huddersfield
(Services 80/81/82; three per hour Monday to Saturday,
hourly on Sundays; Huddersfield Bus Company) and from
Wakefield/Holmfirth (Service 435; every two hours;
Huddersfield Bus Company).

N.B. Bus details were correct as of May 2010.  Please check
at www.wymetro.com from where timetables are available.

There is a small car-park at the bottom of New Street next to
the Council Offices.

Car parking is also available at the Savoy Community Centre,
as are all day toilet facilities and a community café, mornings
only (Monday to Friday, some Saturdays).

The village centre offers a range of
shops, food outlets and pubs.

Look out for the Skelmanthorpe Village
Trail waymarkers to help guide you
around the trail.

The Denby Dale Parish
Countryside Project

Walking in the East Peak
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Train, The Sheffield to Huddersfield line stops 
at Denby Dale as well as many other stations 
along the line.

       
        

   

Bus, there are several routes that pass through 
Denby Dale. There is a bus terminal at the 
railway station.

           
           

   

       
       

    Walking in the East Peak

 

Shepley Station,1900

 Getting Here

Denby Dale walkers are Welcome

     
       
   

     
    

       
        

       
      

          

        
      

         
         

      

         
        

       

    
   

  
   

   
 

       

        
        

         
    

      
         

          
        

        
       

         
 

         
      

         
          

        
          

         
        

       
         

        
  

 

          
         

        

    
   

  
   

   
 

       
        

         
          
    

       
          

           
          

          
       

          
           

          
           

          
         

         
          

         
   

 

          
         

        

    
   

  
   

   
 

       
        

         
          
    

       
          

           
          

              
         

        
          

           
 

  

  

            
          
       
          

         
  

       
         

          
         

   

        
         

          
    

       

        
         

          
    

Historic photos from the Leslie Robinson collection.

        
       

          
          

           

           
           
               

                 
           
               

      

      
        
   

  

  

         
        

           
          

              
        

          
          
        
          

         
  

       

        
         

          
    

       
          

           
          

          
       

          
           

          
           

          
         

        

          
       

          
           

          
           

          
         

         
 

  

         
        
          

           
     

     
    

     
     

          
           

          
       

          
           

          
       
       

        
         

          
    

       
          

           
          

          
       

          
           

          
           

          
         

         
          

         
   

          
      

         
       

To continue our walk, turn down Balk Lane (opposite the 
church), admiring this attractive conservation area, and 
walk straight ahead, over a stone stile into the fields. 
Continue straight down the fields for a good half mile, into 
and through a small, attractive woodland and out onto to 
a lane which is now part of the Kirklees Way. Bear left 
and through a gate and continue along the lane. Cross 
the country road (Copley Lane) and walk straight ahead 
along an attractive and clearly marked bridleway (still part 
of the Kirklees Way). This is High Moor Lane and 
eventually leads into The Knowle. Follow this street to the 
main A629 Huddersfield to Sheffield road.
Cross the A629 and walk straight ahead on Yew 
Tree Road to the junction with Station Road.

           
          

              
        

          
           

          
       
       

Enter a narrow, sometimes overgrown path, bounded by two 
fences, alongside the former Bromley Farm landfill site. On 
reaching the access road to the recycling site, do not cross 
over straightaway but veer left to a stile and across the 
grass to the public footpath sign.

The current church was built in 1870, though a 
church/chapel has existed on the site since the 13th 
century. Walk round the church to see the old village 
stocks, near the main door.

           

           

Look out for the Denby Dale to Shepley Trail 
waymarkers to help guide you around the trail.

       
          

      
   

   

            
  

    
    

  

  

    

  

       
       

  

       

St Nicholas' Church

A grand view from Upper Cumberworth to Shepley

Cross here and enter another path between fences to a 
gate to the field ahead. Bear slightly left across the field 
to a gate that leads to a footpath that passes between
two bungalows to emerge onto Cumberworth Lane. 
Turn left and walk towards St. Nicholas’ church.

For refreshments you may continue along Cumberworth 
Lane past the church and village school to the crossroads 
with the main A635 road. Here you will find a Post Office 
which is also a village store with sandwiches, drinks etc, 
also the Star Inn.

Turn right for Shepley station – or left into Shepley village 
for drinks and refreshments at Co-Op, Black Bull PH and 
Farmers Boy PH.

Denby Dale to Shepley Trail

Denby Dale is well served by Train and Bus services. We 
would encourage you to travel by public transport so as 
to minimise your enviromental impact

The leaflet was financed by the East Peak Innovation
Partnership(EPIP) via the Rural Development Programme for 
England, jointly funded by Defra & the EU & managed by 
Yorkshire Forward and with a grant from Denby Dale Parish 
Council.

   

 

     

   
  

   
  

     

   
  

An easy 3-mile walk from Denby Dale 
station to Shepley station. 

Stout footwear is advisable.

     

   
  

Walking in and around Denby Dale

The Denby Dale 
to Shepley Trail

This trail was devised by the Denby Dale Walkers are Welcome 
Group. Updated December 2023

Shepley Station - 1900
St Nicholas Church

View from Upper Cumberworth towards Shepley 

https://www.wymetro.com
https://sites.google.com/view/kirkleescuriosities/home/shepley
https://www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk/local
https://ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Kirklees+Way
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk
https://www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk/home


Denby Dale to Shepley Trail 

Denby Dale and Shepley stations are on the Penistone 
Line, along which trains run from Huddersfield to 
Penistone, Barnsley, Meadowhall and Sheffield. 

The Huddersfield to Penistone section in particular is a wonderfully 
scenic line through beautiful countryside. It climbs 367 feet during 
its thirteen and a half miles and boasts four impressive viaducts 
and six tunnels. The first trains ran on 1st July 1850, when the line 
was part of the Lancashire and Yorkshire railway. 
Begun in October 1877, the present stone viaduct finally opened on 
Whit Sunday, May 16th 1880. 
The stone viaduct was built alongside an earlier timber viaduct, 
which opened on July 1st 1850. Described in a Sheffield 
newspaper as having a “cobweb appearance” this wooden viaduct 
was always unpopular with the more fearful travellers and was 
replaced after just 30 years. 
Of its 21 arches the “skew” arch across Barnsley 
Road is a remarkable engineering achievement. You 
can find details about the Penistone Line, and the 
Penistone Line Partnership link 

Start : Denby Dale Railway Station  
Leave the station through the small car-park and turn sharp 

left across the bridge over the railway line. 
Take the track to a wooden stile and into the field ahead. Continue 
straight ahead keeping the fence to your RHS. Where the fence 
turns right bear R across field to gate in corner. 

Gradually fine views unfold; particularly of Denby Dale viaduct 
(behind and left), towards High Flatts (ahead and left) and of the 
village of Upper Cumberworth and its church (ahead and right). 
During construction of the railway line the deep cutting near Denby 
Dale Station, across an area of farmland known as The Bromleys, 
had exposed outcrops of coals, sandstone, brick clay shales and 
fire clay which persuaded Naylors to purchase the site and move 
from Scholes to Denby Dale, where they manufactured clay pipes 
until 1993. The fields to your right have been extensively excavated 
for minerals.  

Enter a narrow, sometimes overgrown path, bounded by two fences, 
alongside the former Bromley Farm landfill site. On reaching the 
access road to the recycling site, do not cross over straightaway but 
veer left to a stile and across the grass to the public footpath sign. 
Cross here and enter another path between fences to a gate to the 
field ahead. Bear slightly left across the field to a gate that leads to a 
footpath that passes between two bungalows to emerge onto 
Cumberworth Lane. Turn left and walk towards St. Nicholas’ church. 
The current church was built in 1870, though a church/chapel has 
existed on the site since the 13th century. Walk round the church to 
see the old village stocks, near the main door.  
Also worth noting is the circular stone with a central pillar, perhaps 
the oldest stonework in the cemetery. This is a wayside cross, 10th 
to 15th century and one of many around the area that are often 
forgotten and unseen. 

The first wooden viaduct in Denby Dale 

Construction of the new viaduct in Denby Dale 

Construction of the new viaduct and part of old wooden original 

https://penline.co.uk
https://out.ac/IPK4HP

	The Denby Dale to Shepley Trail

